376                        NUMISMATIC  CHRONICLE.

death and the emblems of death with the strenuous
ambitions, careless indulgences, vices and follies of every-
day life. They have delighted in representing the
universal power of death, how it carries off rich and poor
alike, kings and peasants, wise men and fools, good and
bad, old and young, beautiful and ugly. As examples
we may refer to the various series of the " Dance of
Death" ("Danse Macabre") made by various artists during
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries23 The best-known
series, that attributed to Holbein, ends with the " arms
of Death" (" Wappen des Todes"), a design repre-
senting a man and woman supporting a shield with a
Death's head as armorial bearing. Albrecht Durer's
well-known engraving (1513), representing a knight on
horseback with Death (likewise on horseback) by his side
and the devil behind him, is typical of this great artist's
work. By Durer also are the following: A woodcut
(1510) of Death and a soldier; a rough drawing (in the
British Museum) of Death holding a scythe and riding
on a horse (perhaps emblematic of a spreading pestilence),
with the inscription ME(M)ENTO MEI, and the date 1505;
an early drawing of Death swooping down upon a
rider, who is being thrown from his horse (emblematic
of sudden and unexpected death). In regard to Durer's

23 Many illustrations from various series are given in E. Hollander's
Kankatut und SatMewi der Mednwn, Stuttgart, 1905, but on the whole
subject, see especially the elaborate work by E H. Langlois, entitled,
Essai histojigiie^pliilosopl'iiqiie, et pittoi esgiie sur les Danses des Moits,
Bouen, 1851; also F. Douce's work on Holbein's Dance of Death, dc.t
London (Bonn's Illustrated Library), 1858. In spite, however, of the
work of Langlois and others, there is still room for a book on what
might be termed the "artistic philosophy of death," that is to say, on
philosophic thoughts and opinions regarding death, as illustrated by
works of art (both great and small) of various ages and of various
countries.